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COMMAND:   Dr. Haake wants to thank everyone for their continued efforts to provide 
quality emergency medical care to our communities, healthcare facilities, and patients.      
 
 
FINANCE:  EMS1 hosts a repository of all available EMS related grants.  It can be 
accessed by visiting their www.emsgrantshelp.com website. 
 
  
LOGISTICS:  For EMS license renewals, the process for renewal of your Illinois license 
is different than the National Registry re-certification.  NR certification is due for renewal 
in two-year increments, and the renewals are always due in the month of May.  NR 
certification is not a requirement in the state of Illinois for function in EMS.  Also, NR 
certification alone does not allow you to perform EMS functions in Illinois.  IDPH EMS 
licenses are required to perform EMS functions in Illinois.  IDPH licenses are due for 
renewal in four-year increments.  The IDPH license renewal is a two-step process.  The 
first step is the payment to IDPH and the second step is providing your continuing 
education to the EMS System.  NR works on the honor system (subject to random audit) 
when entering CEUs but IDPH requires the EMS Systems to review and validate CEUs for 
renewal of state EMS licenses.  Please reach out to the EMS Office with any renewal 
questions. 
 
The new fax number to send PCRs to all four SIH hospitals is 618-351-4893.  This 
number was previously used for MHC and St. Joe’s but has now been expanded to also 
include Herrin Hospital and Harrisburg Medical Center.  For transport service 
administrators, please make sure your PCR systems have that number programmed for 
all four SIH facilities.  Contact the EMS Office with any questions. 
 
Due to damage from Hurricane Helene at the Baxter factory in North Carolina, there is a 
normal saline shortage throughout the United States.  This Baxter factory was 
responsible for over 40% of the saline supply in the country.  At this time, we are not 
expecting this shortage to affect prefilled syringes, only bags of saline.  Please use fluids 
conservatively and keep in touch with your suppliers as the factory restoration 
continues. 
 
 
 
 

  The Monitor 



OPERATIONS:  ALS agencies: Considering the saline shortage mentioned earlier, your 
departments should discuss conserving fluids.  Connecting an administration set and bag 
of fluid should be reserved for someone who’s condition warrants fluid administration 
versus securing a lock to maintain a medication or fluid route for later.  Contact the EMS 
Office with any questions or suggestions. 
 
New Illinois EMS legislation passed this year that allows trauma designation of hospitals 
lower than the current Level 1 and Level 2 trauma centers.  Now that the law has been 
passed, it is up to IDPH and the Regional Trauma Committees to create rules and 
protocols for the designations and criteria.  More news to come, but for now…here are 
reminders of the current Trauma Activation Criteria.  
 
Trauma Activations from the field are classified as either Category 1 or Category 2.  The 
Category 1 criteria are based on clinical findings. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Category 2 trauma activations are based on mechanism of injury, but now have a 
section labeled EMS Judgement.  EMS personnel have been given more autonomy to 
activate based on situations under the judgement section.  Please review and contact 
the EMS Office with any questions. 
 

 
 
 
For EMS personnel operating in ALS transport services:  Paramedics need to be cautious 
when deeming a patient meets BLS criteria and allow their EMT partner to run the call.  
The Emergency Medical Technician scope of practice does allow the EMT to administer 
an Albuterol nebulizer, naloxone, and epinephrine for anaphylaxis.  However, an ALS 
ambulance responding to these types of calls are required to provide ALS level care for 
presentations that warrant that care.  Though an EMT can administer the meds listed 
above, they cannot provide ALS level monitoring and care during treatment and 
transport.  Please be proactive and overly cautious when deciding between BLS versus 
ALS care for our patients.  There are other EMS systems in the region that require a 
Paramedic be the lead on EVERY call in an ALS truck.  Those EMS Systems operate this 
way to avoid their patients being denied the appropriate level of care.  Please help us in 
allowing Dr. Haake to continue to allow EMTs to have a clinical role in our system.  Feel 
free to contact the EMS Office with any questions.    
 
 



 
 
 
PLANNING:  Don’t forget about our EMS Calendar at www.sirems.com 

 
 

October 13: SIREMS Triage Tag Day 
 
October 17: IDPH Region 5 EMS and Trauma Advisory Committees  
 
October 31:  Halloween 
 

 November 11: Veterans Day 
 
 Nov. 18-19: SIH Trauma and Critical Care Conference 

 
 

 
TIP OF THE MONTH: Whether it’s an EMT’s pair of Raptor shears or a piece of department 
equipment, consider placing an Apple AirTag or Tile tracker on your expensive or often 
misplaced equipment.  With the tracking devices less than $25 each and discounted when 
purchased in bundles, it is a small investment to keep from losing your equipment.  
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
If you have any questions or information for “The Monitor”, please contact me at 
Brad.Robinson@sih.net or SouthernIllinoisRegionalEMS@gmail.com (10-10-2024). 


